April 2010

Volume 4, Issue 1

Special
Articles:

* Ourdogsina
Manger...

Annual HCHS
Garage Sale

» Through the
Dogs Eyes of a
Volunteer

Highlights:

Volunteering

Garage Sale

A Wax Museum 4

About Us

Holt County Humane Society

Cat Nips and Puppy Tails

The HCHS Pac President - Therese Sullivan

Our dogs in a manger

As many of you may know, the
Holt County Humane Society
has gone through a change with
the facility and operation in the
past six months, but we have
persevered. At the end of
October we lost our lease due to
a conflict of interest in the
future of the HCHS. We were
given 120 days to vacate the
premises. Even though that
gave us until February we
decided to take advantage of the
mild November weather and
make the move to Chambers at
Jerald and Jo Harkins’ home.

Volunteers making a
manger

Our kennels, dog houses and
seven dogs were moved with the
help of many volunteers on a
Sunday afternoon. Even though
the winter was predicted to be
mild (Ha!), the next weekend
volunteers made a hay home for
the dogs with 130 hay bales.
Luckily, this was finished a few
weeks before our weather
turned wild in December. Even
during bitter temperatures, their
hay home kept the dogs
comfortable. Jerald Harkins
deserves a huge pat on the back
for all his work taking care of
our dogs by walking, feeding
and watering them and cleaning
up after the dogs.

.......... Hitting the Hay

Volunteers hitting the hay

A few other volunteers still made
it down to walk the dogs and play
in the snow. Jo took care of the
small dogs that were inside and
kept the business of the HCHS on
track. On Palm Sunday, a handful
of volunteers returned to remove
many of those hay bales so our
dogs could see and feel the Spring
weather approaching.

Our new business office is on East
Highway 20 next to Missy’s
Pampered Pets. Lamberts had
offered to lease their offices to us
and share the space during harvest
season. We have had one meet
and greet for the dogs at the office
but additional times had to be
postponed due to the weather.
Even W|th these hurdles thrown at

us we have managed to adopt
out several dogs. A group of
kids from the Horses
Unlimited 4-H Club made
baskets of goodies to be given
for newly adopted dogs.
These wonderful baskets were
filled with treats and toys
from KV Vet Supply in David
City. The 4-H Kids received
the supplies via a grant.

A more permanent facility is
always a dream. It would have
to come from donations and
grants and not taxpayer
money. It could be a stretch
but who knows miracles
happen just ask any once
abandoned dog who has found
a wonderful forever home.
For now, we could use any
volunteer who is willing to
help walk the dogs, play and
socialize with them and
occasionally help with clean
up. A furry hug and a lick
could be your reward!

The manger complete
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Duke Adopted 2009

Vice President’s Report — Lori Mudiofi

Good for the Pooches — Good for You

When | first thought of
volunteering for something, |
figured | needed to do
something | would enjoy. |
like dogs and think the Holt
County Humane Society
fulfills a need in the
community....So away | went!
The two people | first met
were Nancy Turpin and Jo
Harkins and they told me they
were in great need of
volunteers. And let me tell
you, these two ladies are
dedicated volunteers!! |
thought I would just be going
there to walk dogs, but there
was so much more that
needed to be done. There
were kennels to be cleaned,

laundry to be folded, dogs
to be fed, etc. And then
there were the actual dogs
themselves....now who can
just walk by a kennel with a
dog begging for attention?

| certainly can't....those big,
gentle eyes get me every
time! So even on days
when there wasn't time to
walk a dog, | would at least
just sit with one or two of
them to give them pets and
conversation. Some had
just gotten there and were
so scared, and others had
been there a long time.
Either way, they all needed
attention and reassurance
that everything would be

From the Secretary— Nancy Turpin

WATKINS

ok. I guess what I'm trying to
get at is, these lost little souls
need us humans....even if it
was a human that put them in
the position they are in now.
There are so many of us that
are good, caring animal
lovers, why not try to make a
difference? And, volunteering
makes you feel good about
yourself! Sometimes, if
you're having a bad day,
being with a dog who needs
love and attention and is so
happy YOU decided to spend
some time with him, is just
the thing we need to brighten

UP-COMING GARAGE SALE

See Last Page for
Garage Sale Details

FUNDRAISER SAVE YOURFE'S FOR L

Are you Spring Cleaning and aside and save for us

& S
Abby Adopted 2008

O'Neill 2009 Dog Show

March brought our 4th
annual Watkins fundraiser,
sponsored again by Beth
Tielke. Thanks to all for
their generosity who
purchased products. We
were very fortunate to raise
$550 to benefit our
wonderful dogs. All monies
raised will be used
exclusively for the welfare
of our animals. A BIG
PAW THANK YOU goes
out to Beth Tielke also, for
her continued support to
the H.C.H.S.I!

if you just give us a call.

don’t know what to do with
your extra stuff? We are

gearing up for our 4th annual

GARAGE SALE, which is

planned for Friday, April 30th

from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM,

and Saturday, May 1st from

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The

location is the Star Spangled

Gymnastics building at 7th
and Douglas Streets in

O’Neill. Thanks to Melanie
Peetz for letting us use her

space again! We are asking

for donations from the

Misc. 12%

your unwanted but clean
and usable items that we
can sell at the garage
sale. Due to limited
space, NO CLOTHING
please.

This is one of our
greatest fundraisers, so
we hope you can help us!
All money raised is used
solely for operating
expenses to include dog
food and medical
expenses to keep the
dogs healthy and happy.

Remember — community, so please set Your support is greatly
. appreciated!
The HCHSIsan | Treasurer's Account —Jo Harkins

IRS de5|gnated 2009 was a great year for 2009 Income The Society is a cqmplete

50163 | nercHs Thougnne  Donallons 74 yoluteer rganzaton v
Corporation. wonderful support of Holt options 25% >

p ! County and its neighbors, Misc. 6% of the administration costs
EVGFY donation we had our best year yet. 2009 Expense a][eDz_:lll dtonated dbg;}theﬁl_Board
IS tax Our financial reports are all Vet. 30% 0 erec ors and the o dlct(;:-rs.

deductable open tothe publicand can  Supplies 30% g Ao ForO N oy

be viewed by appointment Utilities 28% and rely solely on

donations.



We are The Students — The Dogs and Cats are the Teachers
Through the Eyes of a Volunteer at the HCHS — Jo Harkins

In the early days of the HCHS, | never thought about
looking at life through a dog or cat eyes. | was too
busy making sure we were doing our part in saving the
homeless, neglected, and abused animals around the
county, giving them food, water, medical care, and all
the love we could. Never once did | think about what
they were thinking and how they looked at us. Then
one day | realized that they were not just toys for us to
play with, and most of all, that they are not totally
helpless or dependent on wus. They are our
companions and have much to teach us about how we
live if we only listen to what they tell us.

Perseverance - We have an outside cat that was the
loser of what was apparently a typical cat fight. Twelve
Toes, as we call him now, lives on our ranch and has
been with us since 2003. He and his sister live outside
and have a few friends they pal around with. One day
we noticed our little white and black kitten (soon to be
called Twelve Toes) was limping so we took him to our
vet. He had a rather large bite wound and it was
seriously infected. After 3 weeks of many antibiotics
and soaking twice a day, the vet determined this little
guy’s paw would have to be amputated. That was of
some concern to us since he was one of our favorite
outdoor cats and how would he survive? Well, after
the wound healed, we watched him and noticed that he
would still try to climb his favorite tree. Never getting
very far up, it took weeks of trying and weeks of failing,
but finally he made it to the top. If that is not
perseverance, | don’'t know what is. It reminded me
that just like Twelve Toes, one day at a time, | can
keep trying to reach my goals.

Courage — This is a character trait that we often
associate with dogs. They go to war with us, they help
law enforcement, they protect our property from
intruders, save us from drowning, and even fight to the
death for us in the hideous sport of dogfighting. |
believe that it takes a deep level of courage for some
animals to share our lives as evidenced by some of our
abuse cases who often times reconnect with us
through much patience and time. | hope that | find the
same depth of courage to keep fighting for a better life
for them.

Fairness — These lessons for dogs start very early if
they are lucky enough to share a home. They learn to
share food and toys. We don’t necessarily require that
our dogs share everything with us but they do show
fairness in the way they treat us.

They don’t buy into the labels we give to ourselves or
others — rich or poor, old or young, fat or thin, clean
or messy. To them we are just fellow companions in
life, all equals, all quite humbling for humans.

Courage and Loyalty— Goosie was an older dog
when he came to the HCHS. He was a tiny Maltese
who had spent the first years of his life in a puppy mill
and the next 4 years in someone’s back yard. In
thunderstorms, blizzards, hail, and sleet, he was
never allowed in the house for shelter; that was how
Goosie lived the first 11 years of his life. He had
actually been living under a Mulberry tree so his
thoroughly matted hair was stained purple. Many of
the mats were pus-filled with sores underneath and
his ears were black from frostbite. Four inches of his
tail had to be amputated because of frostbite. He
had to eat his food whole because his jaw had been
broken when he was debarked with a steel rod
jammed down his little throat at the puppy mill.
Goosie weighed all of 4 pounds soaking wet yet
whenever this little guy would see his humans, his
disfigured tail would wag frantically, he would yipe
with love and enthusiasm, then run as fast as he
could to greet us. He never ceased to amaze me that
after all humans had done to him, he still had
unconditional love, happiness, and forgiveness for
them.

We were fortunate enough to have fostered Goosie
and had him in our lives for a year and a half before
his little body could no longer function properly. |
cannot think of a better lesson to learn - one that we
often struggle with most, to open our hearts and
forgive those who have hurt us.

The dogs continue to be our most patient teachers
(though I think sometimes they find us a bit slow).
We, at the HCHS, give our most sincere thanks to
you, our members and supporters, for helping us
take care of the dogs and a few cats too. Here, we
are never too old or too young to learn how to see life
through the animal’s eyes with dignity and strength of
character. These lessons will last a lifetime and we
are grateful for them.

Goosie - June 2007




Community Support and Events

O6 Nei | | Fifth Grade Cl ass

The fifth graders at O'Neill Elementary
hosted the annual Wax Museum on
Friday, April 9th. Each student chose a
famous person to research, write a
report, make a display and "become" at
this popular event. The students
dressed as their character and
presented a short speech explaining
why that person made a difference or
had a positive impact on society.

Each year, the fifth grade class
chooses a local group and/or charity to
be the recipient of donations made to
the Wax Museum. For the third year in
a row, the Holt County Humane Society
has been the fortunate group chosen to
receive the donations. This year, a
little over $500 was raised by this event
and donated to the Holt County
Humane Society. The members of the
HCHS would like to thank the fifth
grade students at O'Neill Elementary
School for the most generous donation.
We also would like to add that we know
the students' hard work has definitely
"made a difference and had a positive
impact" on the animals entrusted to the
Holt County Humane Society!

Santa's Elves
Helping at Paws 2009

Holtf County)
Humane) Societyh

Eleanor Roosevelt

Thank You

Did You Know?

The Holt County Humane Society has found forever homes for over
316 dogs since starting in May 2006!




Holt County Humane Society
Membership/Contribution Application

NAME: PHONE:
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
EMAIL:

O

| would like to be a member of the Holt County Humane Society.
(Please circle membership category from below).

Youth $15.00 Family $20.00

Corporate $100.00 Benefactor $500.00

| would like to make a donation of
$

| would like to give a Gift Membership to:
(Please circle membership category from above).

NAME: PHONE

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

| would like to volunteer to help with fundraising, please call me.

| would like to become a foster parent, please call me.

Make checks or money orders payable to: Holt County Humane Society

Please mail application to:

Holt County Humane Society
PO Box 563
O6Neill, NE 68763




Holt County Humane
Society
501 ¢ 3 Corporation

PO Box 563
O’Neill, NE 68763

PHONE:
(402) 482-5440
Voice mail only

E-MAIL:
holthumane@gmail.com

Wedre on t

See us at:

www.holthumane.org

Dog adoptions are the
cornerstone of our mission
and purpose. We still have
much work to do. There are
thousands of animals in
shelters across our country
that are still waiting for
homes. We hope you will

currently have available for
adoption. The HCHS strives to
make appropriate, permanent
matches between adoptors and
our shelter dogs. Adoption fee
includes spay/neuter and
vaccinations. We get dogs
frequently so please check

take some time to learn more back often. We will work with

about our adoption process
and meet the pets we

you to find the right dog.

Garage Sale Info

Board of Directors
Jo Harkins
Linda Luther
Lori Mudloff
Darcy Poese
Nancy Turpin

Officers
Therese Sullivanl-President
Lori Mudloff — Vice President
Nancy Turpin — Secretary
Jo Harkins - Treasurer

DROP-OFF TIMES ARE:

Friday, April 23rd, from 5:00-7:00 PM
Saturday, April 24th, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Sunday, April 25th, from 1:00 to 3:00 PM
Wednesday, April 28th, from 5:00-7:00 PM

SALE DATES

Friday April 30, 2010 -9 AM to 6 PM
Saturday, May 1, 2010 -9 AMto 1 PM

PO Box 563
O’Neill, NE 68763

Newsletter printing costs donated by an anonymous sponsor.

HOLT COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY




